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have consisted of a turban, an tipper garment, a jerkin, a double-
clothed sash, and over all these -were superimposed the weapons of
defence and the ornaments of grace. Especially the costume of
these soldiers can well be compared with that of the chiefs who
carne to visit Harsa, and the details are almost the same, except of
course in the quality of material utilised.

The cavalry riders had evidently more or less the same type of
dress. Depicting a young horseman's costume, Bana remarks that
he wore a white jerkin and a silken turban round his head.1 But
the war-horse of the richer person or the higher officer was approp-
riately decorated. It has been recorded how on the forehead of
such a war-horse dangled rings of fine gold and the end of the bit
rested against ita long nose. It was adorned with tinkling trappings
of gold. Close on either side with their hands grasping the saddle-
cloth, attendants shook white chowries,3

Far less elaborate was the costume of the common people in the
Gupta age. As Yuan Chwang noticed the ordinary person must
have wound a strip of cloth round the waist, and he wore either a
tunic or merely covered his chest with another loose piece of cloth.
The courier, Mekhalaka, who came to see Bana from Har?a*s court,
wore an extremely simple dress. This messenger had his tunic girt
up tightly by a mud-stained strip of cloth, the knot hanging 'loose
and fastened up by a ragged cloth swinging behind him.3 The
Brahmana, on the other hand, had an equally simple, if not simpler
apparel. Sana's friend Sudrsti, a typical Brahmana, wore a pair of
pale silken Pamidra clothes, which the scholar-courtier Baaa consi-
dered decorous and respectable, *

The dress of the Hindu ascetic was probably reduced to the
utmost simplicity. His worldly possessions consisted of a staff, black
antelope skin, bark-dress, rosary and girdle.5 More details of an
ascetic's costume can be obtained from a description of Bhai-
ravacarya's deputy who visited Harsa. An ascetic's red scarf
hanging from his shoulder formed Ms vaikak$aka wrap. His upper
robe consisted of a -tattered rag knotted above his heart and stained

1  Bana, op, oil, p. 19, text, p. 24: dlwvalavfirabSnadharinayt, dhauiadukuta
rivestitamauUitt purusam,
2  Ibid., p. 18, text, p, 23.
*  Ibid., p. 41, text, p. 52: Prstaprehkhatpataccara karpataghaifta gattta gr&nthittt.
*  find., p. 72, text, p. 85,
*  VAd>, p. 30, text, p. 38: krsnajinl, valkali, aksamlayl, mlkhali, jatL